[Imaging of the pulmonary arteries: when, how and when?].
For several years, catheter angiography was the standard imaging technique used for evaluating the pulmonary arteries. Technical advances with computed tomography have had a significant impact on chest imaging, especially the increasing availability of multidetector row CT units. CT pulmonary angiography (CTPA) is now the first line imaging technique to evaluate pulmonary arterial diseases, including pulmonary embolus. Pulmonary angiography is now essentially limited to the endovascular management of pulmonary arteriovenous malformations, pulmonary arteriovenous fistulas or pulmonary arterial aneurysms. Gadolinium enhanced MR angiography of the pulmonary arteries may be helpful in patients with contraindications to the use of iodinated contrast material.